20070216.ba v04_n009.bam. 20070216 


>From ???@??? Fri Feb 16 09:34:05 2007 -0600 

Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2007 15:31:33 GMT 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 4009 

Message-Id: <20070216153139.CQE553183CE@srvr1.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 4009 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Re: GI gizmo - AN/FRC-6A rx 
by Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca> 
2) Re: TV, etc. & P Farnsworth 
by WOEOM@aol.com 
3) Re: Art Deco-scope 
by Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca> 
4) Re: Art Deco-scope 
by wb3fau@att.net 
5) Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by "Ken Hickman" <n5cm@rtconline.com> 
6) FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by AB Bonds <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 
7) Re: Art Deco-scope 
by "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
8) Re: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by "John Gillespie" <jgillespie@porchlight.ca> 
9) Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by wb3fau@att.net 
10) Re: Art Deco-scope 
by wb3fau@att.net 
11) Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by spr@earthlink.net 
12) Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com> 
13) Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
14) Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
15) Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
by "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
16) Fessenden articles 
by chuck@chuckg.com 
17) Re: GI gizmo - AN/FRC-6A rx 
by Richard Post <postr@ohiou.edu> 
18) BC-115 - Need Info 


by Al Klase <al@ar88.net> 
19) Re: Art Deco-scope 

by Henry van Cleef <vancleef@eskimo.com> 
20) Simpson Meter woes 

by "James C. Garland" <4cx250b@muohio.edu> 
21) Re: Simpson Meter woes 

by wb3fau@att.net 
22) Commannd-set rx resurection 

by stuck in 50s <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
23) Re: Simpson Meter woes 

by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
24) Re: Simpson Meter woes 

by Joe Eide <jeide@execpc.com> 


Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 10:14:27 -0700 (MST) 

From: Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca> 

Subject: Re: GI gizmo - AN/FRC-6A rx 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Message-id: <Pine.PMDF.3.95.1070213100513 . 539071142B-100000@admin.athabascau.ca> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Tue, 13 Feb 2007, Christopher Bowne wrote: 


> I have a BC-375/191 tuning unit that covers 160 meters made by Farnsworth 
> Radio and Television. Was interesting to see the word "Television" in the 
> title of a piece of WWII equipment. 


I have some material from a NRI radio repair course that my father took in 
1937 and there is an article on telvision sets in one of the magazines that 
they sent to their students. The article has pictures of happy families 
sitting around the living room looking at sets that look like console 
radios with little round crt's in the top centre. The most interestin had 
a larger crt that pointed straight up and you watched it through a mirror 
on the bottom of the top cover that was tilted up at a 45 degree angle. 


There is a surprisingly large amount of material on televison in that 
course and none of it was any use to the old man because television didn't 
arrive in his area until 1951 and he had long since given up radio repair 
for farming, marriage, and children. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "Anybody can be a father 
Athabasca University : but you have to earn 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : the title of 'daddy'" 


xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca xx : - Lynn Johnston 


From: WOEOM@aol.com 

Message-ID: <c14.108fa6cf .33034c90@aol.com> 

Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 12:17:04 EST 

Subject: Re: TV, etc. & P Farnsworth 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----------------------------- 1171387024" 


PRE SSeS Pee S Sse cetet See see eels 1171387024 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Marty - i am presently reading the book ‘The Boy Genius and the Mogul', the 
story of Farnsworth and Sarnoff. A sad story. 


The Perham collection has a Farnsworth Image Dissector on display at Fry's, 
in Sunnyvale. the collection also inculdes several multipactor tubes, about 
the size of a 50 watter. 


We do not have any examples of equipment. Also a nice group of Heintz and 
Kaufman gridless Gammatrons. 


anne eee nee eee - 22+ -------- 1171387024 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KK KK KK KKK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KKK KR KK KKK KK KKK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK 


+ + + + + FH OF 
+ + + FF FF 


wn nnn nnn enn nnn nnn enn e- 1171387024- - 


Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 10:36:40 -0700 (MST) 
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca> 
Subject: Re: Art Deco-scope 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <Pine.PMDF.3.95.1070213101811 . 539071142D-100000@admin. athabascau.ca> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Tue, 13 Feb 2007, Nick England wrote: 


> Presented for your viewing pleasure just because it is so cool-looking - 
> a 1930's Supreme 555 Diagnomoscope 


Coincidently, I found an unused business reply postcard in my desk drawer 
yesterday. It measures 2-1/4" x 4" and on one side says: 


post card place 
stamp 
here 


Supreme Instruments Corporation 
1933 Supreme Building 
Greenwood, Miss. 


and on the other side: 


Please send me free of cost or obligation, the 442 
Supreme Service catalog now ready. 


This card came out of the November 1932 Radio-Craft and I always want to 
mail it when I see it. Li'l Abner was once able to order stuff from a 
mail order catalog from the future but I want to go the other way. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "Anybody can be a father 
Athabasca University : but you have to earn 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : the title of 'daddy'" 
xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca xx : - Lynn Johnston 


From: wb3fau@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "Nick England" <nick@3rdtech.com> 

Subject: Re: Art Deco-scope 

Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 18:59:25 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<021320071859 .4943 . 45D20A8D00079DAD0000134F21603762239ADEQOCCOD9I9G@att.net> 


OH Yes! definitely got to have one of these "pocket scopes". 


Message-ID: <0Q00701c74f£8e$1abb95c0$6b9c1f£45@rtconline. com> 
From: "Ken Hickman" <nScm@rtconline.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 16:43:33 -0000 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Gang, 


Does anyone know what the restance is of L21 and L22 power supply chokes of 
the 

Hammarlund HQ-129-X? The schematic and parts list doesn't give the Henrys 
nor 

the resistances. 

I've had both chokes rewound and one is 15 Henrys and measures 190 ohms on 
a 

Eico Model 221 VTVM. 

The other one is 35 Henrys and measures 1000 ohms. 

My Sencore "Z" meters only measures to 10 Henrys so no luck there in 
confirming 

whether the chokes are still good. 


Problem is a loud hum or horn sound and the three 10 Mfd. 450V condensers 
all 

come thru with flying colors on both the "Z" meter and the N.R.I. R/C 
Tester. 


My next effort will be to substitute another audio output transformer (for 
the 

original in the revr). I have the one I salvaged from my first 129-X which I 
parted 

out a couple of years ago. 


I am still open to any ideas or suggestions. I am too stubborn to give up! 
Take care, 


Ken N5CM 


Content-class: urn:content-classes:message 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 

Subject: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 


Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 17:05:30 -0600 

Message-ID: <C2E12B15D2CA56409ED5354B2AA78BOD0221DB32@eecsmail.eecs.local> 
From: AB Bonds <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


This stirs up an ancient memory that may (or may not) have been associat= 
ed with a Hammarlund set. On one set I got a fairly loud hum through= 
the audio--turned out to be magnetic leakage out of the choke(s), if= 
I turned the audio transformer just SO, it went away, go figure. That= 
can happen when chokes are rewound and cores are not set tight. 


A. B. Bonds 


Sse Original Message----- 

From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com 
[mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com]On Behalf Of Ken Hickman 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 10:44 AM 

To: Old Tube Radios 

Subject: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 


Hi Gang, 


Does anyone know what the restance is of L21 and L22 power supply chokes= 
of 

the 

Hammarlund HQ-129-X? The schematic and parts list doesn't give the Henrys 
nor 

the resistances. 

I've had both chokes rewound and one is 15 Henrys and measures 190 ohms= 
on 

a 

Eico Model 221 VTVM. 

The other one is 35 Henrys and measures 1000 ohms. 

My Sencore "Z" meters only measures to 10 Henrys so no luck there in 
confirming 

whether the chokes are still good. 


Problem is a loud hum or horn sound and the three 10 Mfd. 450V condensers 
all 

come thru with flying colors on both the "Z" meter and the N.R.I. R/C 
Tester. 


My next effort will be to substitute another audio output transformer= 
(for 

the 

original in the rcevr). I have the one I salvaged from my first 129-X whi= 

ch I 


parted 
out a couple of years ago. 


I am still open to any ideas or suggestions. I am too stubborn to give= 


up! 
Take care, 
Ken N5CM 


Message-ID: <49200.76.17.111.22.1171409918.squirrel@fracas.netboobie.org> 
Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 18:38:38 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: Re: Art Deco-scope 
From: "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>, 
"Nick England" <nick@3rdtech. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


I think if you could use Mr. Peabody's ‘way back machine,’ you and Sgt. 
Preston could 
use it to paralyze a biplane's magneto at 1000 yds. 


No, I'm sure of it 


Message-ID: <000c01c74f£d3$1969b400$8130bb40@k9a1e1> 
From: "John Gillespie" <jgillespie@porchlight.ca> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "old tube radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
Date: Tue, 13 Feb 2007 19:57:22 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Ken: 
Do you have any possibility of doing any signal tracing? Thats probably 


the approach I would try, good luck...john 


Subject: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 


Problem is a loud hum or horn sound 
Ken N5CM 


From: wb3fau@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: AB Bonds <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 

Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 

Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 16:47:30 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<021420071647 . 16680 . 45D33D220000697C0000412821603760219A0E00CCOD9II@att. net> 


Hello Ken, you mention a "howl" inthe speaker- maybe a micro-phonic tube? Are 
those power supply chokes open frame design? Maybe getting some magnetic field- 
induced hum? Possibly 

reposition chokes or wrap with aluminum foil? Pretty good size chokes. Also try 
jumping in 

larger values of capacitors. I think you said 10uf? Seems a bit small. 20uf 
seems about 

right. Try a different rectifier tube, if the transconductance is marginal. 
Russ. 


From: wb3fau@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org>, "Old Tube 
Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>, "Nick England" <nick@3rdtech. com> 
Subject: Re: Art Deco-scope 

Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 17:14:57 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<021420071714 . 28935 .45D343910001FD710000710721603760219A0EO0CCOD9I9I@att.net> 


Looks like a Super- Beam 0 Scope- beam me up Scotty! 


Message-ID: <1534839.1171485230190. JavaMail .root@elwamui- 
darkeyed.atl.sa.earthlink.net> 

Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 12:33:50 -0800 (GMT-08:00) 

From: spr@earthlink.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
Cc: AB Bonds <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Ken, 


If the radio hums and howls, you for sure have dried out filters with very high 
ESR and low capacitance. I'd do those before doing anything else to it. 


Regards, 
Scott 


ie iahoia Original Message----- 

>From: wb3fau@att.net 

>Sent: Feb 14, 2007 8:47 AM 

>To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

>Cc: AB Bonds <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 

>Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 

> 

>Hello Ken, you mention a "howl" inthe speaker- maybe a micro-phonic tube? Are 
those power supply chokes open frame design? Maybe getting some magnetic field- 
induced hum? Possibly 

>reposition chokes or wrap with aluminum foil? Pretty good size chokes. Also try 
jumping in 

>larger values of capacitors. I think you said 10uf? Seems a bit small. 20uf 
seems about 

>right. Try a different rectifier tube, if the transconductance is marginal. 
Russ. 


Message-ID: <025501c75078$dd630460$640fa8cO@radioroom> 
From: "Tom Rauch" <w8ji@contesting.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "AB Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 
Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 15:43:48 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
format=flowed; 
charset="UTF-8"; 
reply-type=original 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


> If the radio hums and howls, you for sure have dried out 


> filters with very high ESR and low capacitance. I'd do 
> those before doing anything else to it. 

> Regards, 

> Scott 


I certainly agree with that. It's VERY rare for a filter 
choke to fail other than "no workee at all dead radio". 


A low emission tube almost never adds hum either. It 
actually would reduce ripple by increasing ESR from the 
transformer. Now a shorted tube or a full wave rectifier 
with one half dead could increase hum, but from all the 
problems you described I'd say the filter capacitors are 
bad. 


Just MHO. 


73 Tom 


Message-ID: <004001c75085$aaa39c30$32e47443@KB6NAX> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 14:03:34 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="UTF-8" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Scott sed: 


> If the radio hums and howls, you for sure have dried out filters with very 
high ESR and low capacitance. I'd do those before doing anything else to it. 


I'll second that. If you don't have a way of measuring ESR and before 
disconnecting the 'lytics there are two ways to make quick checks. 1) 
Bridge the suspected cap section(s) with good caps of approximately the same 
Capacitance. 2) If you have a scope look at the ripple on the cap first in 
line from the rectifier. If the wave form is xxhumpyxx you have high ESR. 
If the waveform is nearly a perfect sawtooth the cap section is good. Go to 
the next stage of filtering to see if the sawtooth has been dimished to a 
Sinewave like waveform of much lower amplitude. And so on.... 


Arden Allen 
KB6NAX 


Message-ID: <004101c75085$ab5b0550$32e47443@KB6NAX> 

From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 
Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 14:09:30 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; 


charset="UTF-8" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Tom sed: 
> A low emission tube almost never adds hum either. 


If one half of a full wave rectifier (5Y3, 5U4, etc.) goes flat before the 
other half you would get 60Hz ripple instead of 120Hz ripple. That, in 
addition to causing lower B+ voltage, could produce audible hum. You should 
know the difference between the way 60HzZ and 120Hz sounds. Usually 
rectifier tubes wear out both halfs at the same rate and B+ just goes way 
down. 


Arden Allen 
KB6NAX 


Message-ID: <1144.66.56.28.127.1171498439.squirrel@fracas.netboobie.org> 
Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 19:13:59 -0500 (EST) 

Subject: Re: FW: Resistance values of power supply chokes. 

From: "Marty Reynolds' debris field" <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Dear MHO 
Heavy DC load due to vy leaky bypass(es) produces same hum phenom 
Filters can't hold up B+ between AC peaks 


signed 


From: chuck@chuckg.com 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 21:25:56 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-type: Multipart/Mixed; boundary=Message-Boundary -16373 
Subject: Fessenden articles 

Message-ID: <45D37E64.31184.116873B5@chuck. chuckg. com> 


- -Message-Boundary -16373 


Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Content-description: Mail message body 

Two nice articles on Fessenden... 

http: //mag1.olivesoftware.com/activemagazine/welcome/RWM/RWM_Feb14-2007.asp 


see starting page 16. 


73, Chuck, K1OM 


- -Message-Boundary -16373 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KKK RK KK RK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK 
* ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED-- - * 

* This post contains a forbidden message format * 

* (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) x 

* Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT * 

x If your postings display this message your mail program x 

* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting x 
KK KR KK KKK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK 

- -Message-Boundary -16373- - 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Message-Id: <p05210602c1£9906caeea@[192.168.2.3]> 

Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 23:28:42 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Richard Post <postr@ohiou.edu> 

Subject: Re: GI gizmo - AN/FRC-6A rx 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" ; format="flowed" 


Hope you Farnsworth BC-312 restoration has fewer problems than my 
Farnsworth Television and Radio BC-342 did. Built-in factory defects. 


http: //oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/bapix/BC342.htm 


Rich KB8TAD 


At 7:54 AM -0500 2/13/07, Al Klase wrote: 

>Hi Chris, 

> 

>Coincidentally, I'm working on a BC-312N ... 


> the tag reads "Farnsworth Television & Radio Corporation". 
>Note the precedence given TV. 

> 

>73, 

>Al 

> 

>Christopher Bowne wrote: 

>>made by Farnsworth Radio and Television. 


Message-ID: <45D4DAD9 .9080304@ar88.net> 

Date: Thu, 15 Feb 2007 17:12:41 -0500 

From: Al Klase <al@ar88.net> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BC-115 - Need Info 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=windows-1252; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Folks, 


Does anyone have any information on BC-115, Tuner (receiver) 250-1500 
KC, VT-5, R/B BC-152, P/O SCR-133,134,135? 

It appears to be a front end for a superhet feeding into a BC-116, (5 
VT-5's) that serves as IF detector and AF. Looking for schematics or 
other documentation 


Regards, 
Al 


Al Klase fA N3FRQ 
Flemington, NJ 
http: //www.skywaves.ar88.net/ 


From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@eskimo.com> 
Message-Id: <200702160637 .WAA15693@eskimo. com> 
Subject: Re: Art Deco-scope 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Thu, 15 Feb 2007 23:37:34 -0700 (MST) 
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com (Old Tube Radios) 


MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


The esteemed Nick England has said: 


Presented for your viewing pleasure just because it is so cool-looking - 
a 1930's Supreme 555 Diagnomoscope 


http: //vintage-electronics.com/photos/1378A. jpg 


cheers, 
Nick KD4CPL 


p.s. offered for sale at http://www.vintage-electronics.com/ 
I have no financial interest, just found it interesting 


VVVV VV VV VV VV 


Interesting beastie. 


What became of the fellow who was telling us that Tek scopes were 
boatanchor junque. This would be just the thing for him. 


Hank 


Hank van Cleef (vancleef@eskimo.com, hvanclee@nyx.net) 
1986 420SEL "A stranger in paradise" (Fremont Co. Wyoming) 
1986 GMC 1500 6.2 diesel pickup "Seen one, seen them all" 


Message-Id: <7.0.1.0.2.20070216065916 .024fee18@muohio. edu> 
Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2007 07:05:38 -0700 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "James C. Garland" <4cx250b@muohio.edu> 

Subject: Simpson Meter woes 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


I dropped my beloved SImpson 260 VOM (series 7M with mirrored scale) 
and broke the case and meter bezel. The innards of the meter, 
including the movement, seem okay. I called Simpson Electric, but 
they won't sell me replacement parts. They referred me to one of 
their service centers, which also won't sell me parts. They will 
"repair" the meter (a five minute job) but charge me more than I paid 
for it. I'll try to glue the case back together and fill in the 
chipped corners if I can find a black paste-like epoxy, but otherwise 
I'll look for a parts junker. ANybody know if the bakelite case is 
interchangable for the various series of Simpson 260s? 


73, 
Jim W8ZR 


KKEKKKKKKEKKEKEKEKERERKEREREK 
James C. Garland 

102 Spur Ranch Road 

Santa Fe, NM 87540 
www.w8zr.net 
KKEKKKKEKKEKKEKKEKKERKERERERERERK 


From: wb3fau@att.net 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "James C. Garland" <4cx250b@muohio.edu> 

Subject: Re: Simpson Meter woes 

Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2007 14:26:33 +0000 

Message-Id: 

<021620071426 .9415 . 45D5BF18000CE158000024C721603760219A0EQOCCOD9I9G@att.net> 


Hey Jim, yes, i still use my 260s here as well. I have 3 of them. 2need work. 
Seems you should be able to find a "parts rig" fairly easy. Most of the later 
models have the same case. I see them at hamfests often. Maybe someone will 
respond here with a parts rig. Russ. 


Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2007 09:19:54 -0500 (EST) 

From: stuck in 50s <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 

Message-Id: <200702161419.11GEJsIL017345@fracas.netboobie.org> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: teditor2@indra.com, knjhanlon@msn.com 

Subject: Commannd-set rx resurection 


First, this IS NOT a boatanchor rendition of the Easter story. 


That sed, I'd never re-done a ARC-5/274N rx ‘til last night. Had alsays 
thot the sets a triumph of 1940 miniturization. 


Last night ended my command rx abstinence streak. A pal, K2UFT, wanted one 
resurected & I complied. He had a near-virgin BC-455 


Have read for years at the "recapping pain" taken to scour the guts 
from the little cap-carying "tanks" inside. Procedure looked awful & at 
least once I'd read that most sections of same were still OK. 


So here's how this e-mailer went at it. I looked (& looked & looked) at 
schemat for a non-intrusive way to lift 7K bleeder pair off ground. 
Method involved only lifting connecting wire that was in plain view. 
Why? Well to apply 300v thru 20k to find leakies by measurments 


across 200 ohm in-set isolation resistors. 


Two were found. .05 sections that got replaced by disc ceramics grounded 
to thin homebrew copper flashing tags under "tank screws." Hard to 

tell they're there. Went this way because I admire the original 
enginering & didn't want to get command set purist's (xtal) drawers 

in a knot. 


Then came AVC check done same way. All OK. 


'455 now running with a p-s using an old rx xfrmr. This power was 
non-mainstream too. I seriesed 5vac & 6vac wdg.s then fed a voltage 
doubler. No filament re-wire req'd 


'455 a cute little way to tune in CHU Canada 


Hope this 2 hr resurection helps others to bring ‘em back alive w. 
little trouble & minimal appearance change. 


OH YES! Anyone ever see the little front pocket cover giz that 
yields a sensitivity ctl, a CW-off-MCW switch & fone jack? Note 
"MCW" not "AM." Hmmm - a message there? Anyway, made by 

G. L. Electronics / LA. Maybe later GLB (synthesizer) & probably 
now a division of Tyco. I MUST HAVE MORE Of THESE! 


Marty 


Message-ID: <000701c751d7$39256900$9ce47443@KB6NAX> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Simpson Meter woes 
Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2007 06:31:56 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


> I dropped my beloved SImpson 260 VOM ....... 


Yes, gravity is Simpson's worst enemy. But don't give up hope. Try getting 
a new case from other meter service outfits. If a replacement case can't be 
found epoxy is not a bad way to go. I've repaired my Weller soldering gun a 
couple of times with ordinary (not the 5 minute stuff) black pigmented 
expoxy available in hardware stores. A paste type is not necessary and even 
may make fitting the pieces together more difficult. Clean up the squeeze 
out with a cloth dampened with acetone or toluene after joining pieces. 

Bits of masking tape can be used to hold pieces together until the epoxy 


cures. Give it a good day to cure at room temp. 


Arden Allen 
KB6NAX 


Message-ID: <45D5CE38.1010002@execpc.com> 

Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2007 09:31:04 -0600 

From: Joe Eide <jeide@execpc.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Simpson Meter woes 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0O-8859-1; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Jim, 
Sorry about the meter. 


I used a glue recently that I was very happy with. It is a 2 component 
kit. First you wet the breaks with a dispenser that looks like a felt 
tip pen. Then you apply the glue to only one surface. It is clear, but 
worked very well for me on a tube base and the break hardly shows. I 
got it at Ace Hardware and it is called Loctite Super Glue ALL PLASTICS. 
Make sure you get one for All Plastics. 


Just my opinion, 


Joe - KBIR 


James C. Garland wrote: 

> I dropped my beloved SImpson 260 VOM (series 7M with mirrored scale) 
> and broke the case and meter bezel. The innards of the meter, 

> including the movement, seem okay. I called Simpson Electric, but they 
> won't sell me replacement parts. They referred me to one of their 

> service centers, which also won't sell me parts. They will "repair" 
> the meter (a five minute job) but charge me more than I paid for it. 
> I'll try to glue the case back together and fill in the chipped 

> corners if I can find a black paste-like epoxy, but otherwise I'll 

> look for a parts junker. ANybody know if the bakelite case is 

> interchangable for the various series of Simpson 260s? 

> 73, 

> Jim W8ZR 

> 

> 

> 


KKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 
James C. Garland 


> 102 Spur Ranch Road 

> Santa Fe, NM 87540 

> www.w8zr.net 

D> KKAKKKKAKKKKKKKEKKEKKEKEKEKRIEK 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 4009 
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